




















• NOAA Weather Radio is the most reliable method of 
receiving warnings.

• EAS (Emergency Alert System) notifications can and 
should be enabled on your cell phone!
• Many other weather apps also provide watch, warning, and advisory 

notifications.
• Keep in mind, cell service can be interrupted or even disabled during 

severe weather.
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• Wind gusts over 58 mph (50 knots) are considered 
severe. Some storms can produce wind gusts in 
excess of 90-100 mph!

• Large tree branches break, some trees are even 
knocked over. Structural damage can occur with 
dangerously strong wind gusts.

• Shelter inside a sturdy building (no sheds or 
storage facilities) and away from windows!
• Do NOT shelter in unanchored mobile homes!

• Bring your pets indoors!
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• Hail of at least 1 inch in diameter is 
considered severe.

• People, animals, plants, roofs, and 
vehicles are particularly susceptible to 
harm.

• Shelter inside a sturdy building (no 
sheds or storage facilities) and away 
from windows!
• Do NOT shelter under overpasses and block 

traffic!

• Bring your pets indoors!



NO! YES!
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• All thunderstorms produce lightning.

• Lightning can strike as far as 10 miles away from any areas of 
rainfall.

• If you hear thunder, you are in danger!

• Avoid open areas, isolated tall trees, towers, utility poles, as 
well as metal conductors like wires or fences.
• Don’t be the tallest object in the area!

• When thunder roars, go indoors!
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• Longshore currents move parallel to, or the 
“long” way along shore.

• Longshore currents make it difficult to remain in 
front of a certain spot on the beach.

• These often happen between the first and second 
sandbars near shore.

• Longshore currents can become more dangerous 
by forcing swimmers into other rip currents, or 
structures like piers and breakwalls.

• South to north longshore currents are most 
common in Spring/early Summer on South Padre 
Island.
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-From the Michigan Sea Grant Page on Dangerous Currents



To escape, swim parallel to shoreline and 
out of the current, then swim to shore.

To escape, swim directly to shoreline. But 
be aware of possible interaction with 

other rip currents and structures!
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